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it, and Rewards for it, that you may reft fatif- 
. fied, there are few Free-Holders’on this Side 
| the Forth who will engage in it: And we verily 
believe that you will fuddenly take a Refolution 
© in your Cabinet of Highlanders to {camper off 
with your new Crown, which we are told the 
' Ladies of thofe Parts have fo generoufly Ciubbed 
- for. And you may aflure yourfelf that it is the on- 


lyOne you are like to get by this notable Expedi- 


- tion.. And fo we bid you heartily Faresvel. 


Dated Jan. 19. i” the 
Second Year of our 


Publick Happinefi. 


N°.10. Monday, Fanuary r3. 





Potior vifa eft periculofa Libertas quieto Servitio. 
Sall. 


QO NE may venture to affirm, that all’ honeft 

" and difinterefted Britous of what Party fo- 
ever, if they underftood one another, are'of' the 
fame Opinion in Points of Government: And 
that the Grofs of the People, who are impofed 
upon by Terms which they do not comprehend, 
are Whigs in their Hearts. They are made to 
believe, that Paffive Obedience and Non-Refi- 
{tance, Unlimited Power and Indefeafible Right, 
have fomething of a venerable and religious 
Meaning in them; whereas in Reality they on- 
ly imply, that a King of Great Britam has a 


- Right to be a Tyrant, and that his Subjeéts are 


obliged in Confcience to be Slaves. Were the 
D ¢s Cats 
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58 The Free-Hoxiper. 


Cafe truly and fairly laid before them, thy 
would know, that when they make a Profefficn 
of fuch Principles, they renounce their lepal 
Claim to Liberty and Property, and upwarilj 
{ubmit to what they really abhor. 

It is our Happinefs, under the prefent Reign, 
to hear our King from the Throne exhorting w | 
to be zealous Affertors of the Liberties of our Conn 
trey; which exclude all Pretenfions to an arti- 
trary, tyrannick or defpotick Power. Thoft, 
who have the Misfortune to live under fucha 
Power, have no other Law but the Will of 
their Prince, and confequently no Privileges, 
but what are precarious. For though in fome 
arbitrary Governments there may be a Body 
of Laws obferved in the ordinary Forms of 
Juftice, they are not fufficient to fecure any 

Rights to the People; becaufe they may be di- 
{fpenfed with, or laid afide at the Pleafure of the 
Soveraign. 
And here it very much imports us to confider, 
that Arbitrary Power naturally tends to makea 
Man a bad Soveraign, who might poffibly have 
been a good One, had he been invefted with a 
A\uthority limited and circumfcrib’d by Laws. 
None ¢an doubt of this Tendency in Arbitrary 
Power, who confider, that it fills the Mind of 
Man with great and unreafonable Conceits of 
Himfelf > raifes Him into aBelief, that He is of 
a Superior Species to His Subjeéts ; extinguifhes 
ia Elim the Principle of Fear, which is one 0 
ahe ven mason to all Duties; and noe 
en cimoition of: ifying Himfelf, by the Ex- 
ertion. of fuch Tonos: eu its tances. SO 
great is the Danger, that when a Soveraign cal 
do what He will, He will do what He can. 
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The Free-Horiper. 83 
‘One of the moft'‘Arbritary Princes in.our Age 
was Muley Ijbmael, Emperour of Morocco, who, 
after a long Reign, dy’d about a Twelve Month 
ago. This Prince was a Man of much Wit and 
natural Senfe, of an active Temper, undaunted 
Courage, and great application. He was,a De- 
fcendent of Mahomet; and fo exemplary for his 
Adherence to the Law of his Prophet, that he 
abftained all his Life from the Tafte of Wine ; 
began the annual Faft, or Lest of Ramadaz two 
Months before his Subje&ts ; was frequent in his 
Prayers; and that he might not want Opportu- 
nities of Kneeling, had fixed in all the {pacious 
Courts of his Palace large Confecrated Stones 
ointing towards the Eaft, for any occafional 
xercife of his Devotion. What ‘might not 
have been hoped trom 4 Prince of thefe Endow- 
ments, had they not all been rendered ufeiefs 
and ineffe€tual to the Good of his People by the 
Notion of that Power which they sfcribed to 
him! Phis will appear, if we confider how he 
exercifed it towards his Subye&s in-thofe three 
great’‘Points which are the chief Ends of Go- 
vernment, the Prefervation ‘of their’ Lives, the 
Security of their Fortunes, and the D=termina- 

tions of Juftice between Man “and Man. | 
Foreign Envoys, who have given an Account 
of their Audiences, ‘defcribe this holy Man 
Mounted on ‘horfeback in ‘an open Court, with 
feveral of his Alcaydes, or Governours of Pro- 
Vinces about him, ftanding bare foot, trembling, 
bowing ‘to the Earth, and at every ord ‘he 
{poke, breaking out into ‘paffionare Exclamati- 
Ons of Praife, as, Great is che Wifdom of our 
Lord the King; Oar Lord the King {peat as an 
Angel from ‘Heaven. Happy was'the Man among 
them, ‘who ‘was fo much a Favourite as to’ be 
D 6 fent 
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fent on an Errand to the moft remote Street in 
his Capital; which he performed with the grea- 
eft Alacrity, ran through every Puddle that lay 
in his Way, and took Care'to return out of 
Breath and cover’d with Dirt, that he might 
fhew himfelf a diligent and faithful Minifter. 
His Majefty at the fame Time, to exhibit the 
Greatnefs of his Power, and thew his Horfe- 
manfhip, feldom difmifs’d the Foreigner from 
his Prefence, ’till he had entertain’d him with 
the Slaughter of two or three of his Liege Sub- 
je&ts, whom he very dexteroufly put to Death 
with the Tilt of his Launce. St. Olon, the 
French Envoy, tells us, that when he had his 
laft Audience of him, he receiv’d him in Robes 
juft Rain’d with an Execution; and that he was 
blooded up to his Elbows by a Couple of Moors, 
whom he had been butchering with his own hn 
perial Hands. By the Calculation of that Av- 
thor, and many Others, who have fince given 
an Account of his Exploits, we may reckon 
that by his own Arm he killed above Forty 
Thoufand of his People. To render himfelt 
the more awful, he chofe to wear a Garb ofa 
particular Colour when he was bent upon Exe 
cutions; fo that when he appear’d in Yellow 
his Great Men hid themfelves in Corners, and 
durft not Pay their Court to him, till. he had {a 
tiated his Thirft of Blood by the Death. of fome 
of his loyal Commoners, or of fuch unwaty 
Officers of State as chanc’d to come in his 
Way.: Upon this. Account we are told, that 
the firft News enquir’d after every Morning 4 
Mequinez, was, Whether the Emperour. were 
firing, andin a good or bad Humour? As this 
Prince was a great Admirer of Architedture, 
and employ’d many: Thoufands in. Works 7 
: tha 
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The FREE-HOoLDER. 6X 


that Kind, if he did not approve the Plan or 
the Performance, it was ufual for him to thew 
the Delicacy of his Tafte by demolifhing the 
Building, and putting to Death all that had a 
Hand in it. I have heard but of one Inftance of 
his Mercy ; which was fhewn to the Matter of 
an Exglsfe Vettel. “This our Countreyman pre- 


 fented him with a curious Hatchet, which he 


teceiv’d very gracioufly; and asking him whe- 
ther it had a good Edge, try’d it upon the Do- 
nor, who flipping afide from the Blow, efcap’d 
with the Lofs only of his right Ear ; for Old 
Muley, upon fecond Thoughts, confidering that 
it was not one of his own Subje&s, ftopp’d his 
Hand, and would not fend him to. Paradife. I 
cannot quit this Article of his. Tendernefs for 
the Lives of his People, without mentioning 
one of his Queens, whom he was remarkably 
fond of; as alfo. a Favourite Prime Minifter, 
who was very. dear to him. The firft dy’d by 
aKick of her Lord the King, when. the was big 
with; Child, for having gather’d a Flower as 
the was walking with him in his Pleafure: Gare 
den. The Other was baftinado’d:to Death by 
his Majefty; who, repenting of the Drubs he 
bad given, him when it was too late, to mani- 
felt his Efteem for the Memory of fo Worthy 
@:Man, executed the Surgeon that could not 
cure him. 

This Abfolute Monarch was as notable a 
Guardian. of the Fortunes, as of the Lives of 
his Subje&ts. When any Man among his Peo- 
ple grew rich, in Order to keep, him from be- 
ing dangerous to the State, he ufed.to fend for 
all his Goods and Chattels.. His: Governours 
of Towns and Provinces, who. form’d them- 
{elves upon the Example..of their Grand: Mo- 
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nargue, practifed Rapine, Violence, Extortion, 
and all the Arts of Defpotick Government in 
their refpeétive Diftricts, that they might be the 
better enabled to make him their yearly Pre- 
fents. For the greateft of his Viceroys could 
only propofe to himfelf a comfortable Subf- 
ftence out of the Plunder of his Province, and 
was in certain Danger of being recall’d or 
haneg’d, if he did not remit the Bulk of it to 

his Dread Soveraign. That he might makea 

right Ufe of thefe Prodigious Treafutes, which 

flow’d in to him from all the Parts of his wide 

Empire, he took Care to bury them under 

Ground, by ‘the Hands of his moft trufty Slaves, 

and then cut their Throats, as the moft effectual 

Method to keep them from making Difcove- 

ries. Thefe were his ays and Mcaws for ra- 
fing Money, by which he weaken’d the Hands of 
the FaGious, and in any Cafe of Emergency, 
could employ the whole Wealth of his Empire, 
which he had thus amafled together-in his fub- 
terraneous Exchequer. 

As there is no fuch Thing as Property under 
an Arbitrary Government, you may Jearn what 
was Muley Ifpmael’s Notion of it from the fol- 
lowing Story. Being upon the Road, amidit 
his Lite-Guards, a little before the Time of the 
Ram-Feaft, he met one of his Alcaydes at the 
Head of his Servants, who were driving:a great 
Flock of Sheep'to Market. The Emperor ask’d 
whofe ae were: The Alcayde anfwered with 
profound Submiffion, They are-mine,O Ithmael, 
Son of Elcherif, of she Line of Haffan. Thine! 
thou Son of a Cuckold, {aid this SERVANT OF 
THE Lorp, J thought I had-been the-only Pro- 
prietor 1 this Countrey; upon which he run: him 
through the Body with his Launce, :and very 
pioufly 
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pioufly diftributed the Sheep among his Guards, 
for the Celebration of the Feat. 

His Determinations of Juftice befween Man 
and Man, were indeed very fummary and deci- 
five, and generally put an End tothe Vexations 
of a Law-Suit, by the Ruin both of Plaintiff and 
Defendant. Travellers have recorded fome 
Samples of this Kind, which may give us an 
Idea of the Bleffings of his Adminiftration. 
One of his Alaydes complaining to him of a 
Wife, whom he had received from his Maje- 
fty’s Hands, and therefore could not divorce 
her, that fhe ufed to pull him by the Beard; 
the Emperor to redrefs this Grievance, order’d 
his Beard to be plucked up by the Roots, that 
he might not be liable to any more fuch Af- 
fronts. A Countrey Farmer having accus’d fome 
of his Negro Guards for Robbing him of a 
Drove of Oxen, the Emperor readily thot the 
Offenders: But afterwards demanding Repara- 
tion of the Accufer, for the Lofs of fo many 
Brave Fellows, and finding him infolvent, com- 
pounded the Matter with him by taking away 
his Life. There are many other Inftances of 
the fame Kind. I muft obferve however under 
this Head, that the only good Thing he is 
celebrated for, during his whole Reign, was 
the clearing of the Roads and High- Ways of 
Kobbers, with which they ufed tobevery much 
imtefted. But his Method was to flay Man, 
Woman. and Child, who lived within a certain 

iftance from the Place, where the Robbery 
was committed. This extraordinary Piece of 
Juftice could not but have its Effeét, by making 
every Road in his Empire unfafe for the Pro- 
feffion of a Free-Booter. 
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I muft not omit this Emperor’s Reply to Sir 
—Cloudefly Shovel, who had taken feveral of his 

Subjects by Way of Reprizal for the Englif 
Captives that were detained in his Dominions, 
Upon the Admiral’s offering to exchange them 
on very advantageous Terms, this good Empe- 
ror fent him Word, The Subjeéts he, had taken 
were poor Men, not worth the Ranfoming; 
and that he might throw them over Board, or 
deftroy them otherwile as he pleafed. 

Such was the Government of Muley Ijhmael, 
The Servant of God, the Emperor of the Fasthful, 
who was Courageous in the Way of the Lord, the 
Noble, the Good. : 

To conclude this Account, which is extraded 
from the beft Authorities. I fhall only obferve 
that he was a great Admirer of His late Mott 
Chriftian Majefty. In a Letter tohim, he Com- 
pliments him with the Title of Sovereign Arbi- 
ter of the Actions and Wills of bis People. And 
in a Book publifhed by a French Man, who was 
fent to him as an Ambaffador, is the following 
Pailage, He is abfolute iz bis States, and of ten com- 
pares bimfelf to the Emperor of France, who he 
Jays is the ozly Perfon that kuows how to reign like 
bimfelf, and to make bis Will the Law. 

This was that Emperor of France to whom the 
Perfon who hasagreat Mind to be King of thefe 
Realins owed his Education, and from whom 
he learned his Notionsof Government. What 
fhould hinder One,whofe Mind is fo well feafon- 
ed with fuch Prepoffeffions, from attempting to 
copy after his Patron, in the Exercife of fucha 
Power ; efpecially confidering that the Party who 
efpoufe his Intereft, never tail to compliment 
a Prince that diftributes all his Places among 

them, 
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